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RESPONSE 

Sir: 

This communication is in response to the restriction requirement that the Examiner 
issued on February 19, 2002, in the above-identified patent application. Claims 1-31 are 
pending in the application. The Examiner restricted the claims into fourteen inventions 
groups: Invention 1 (claims 1 -23, 26, limited to Gl defined by the Examiner), Invention 2 
(claims 1-23, 26, limited to G2 defined by the Examiner), Invention 3 (claims 1-23, 26, 
limited to G3 defined by the Examiner), Invention 4 (claims 1-23, 26, limited to G4 defined 
by the Examiner), Invention 5 (claims 1-23, 26, limited to G5 defined by the Examiner), 
Invention 6 (claims 1-23, 26, limited to G6 defined by the Examiner), Invention 7 (claims 1- 
23, 26, limited to G7 defined by the Examiner), Invention 8 (claim 24 per Gl), Invention 9 
(claim 24 per G2), Invention 10 (claim 24 per G3), Invention 1 1 (claim 24 per G4), Invention 
12 (claim 24 per G5), Invention 13 (claim 24 per G6), and Invention 14 (claim 24 per G7). 
Claim 25 was not grouped. Claims 27-31 are to be joined with the elected group. 
Additionally, the Examiner required Applicants to elect a species for prosecution on the 
merits. 

Applicants are puzzled by the numerous restrictions of the invention by the Examiner, 
and beUeve that claims 1-3 1 form part of one and the same invention, with the commonality 
of a generic structure (formula I in Claim 1). Withdrawal of the restriction requirement is, 
therefore, respectfiilly requested. ^^^/^ 

However, for the sake of facilitation of prosecution. Applicants elect the claims that 
the Examiner has identified as belonging to Group 7 with traverse. 

Additionally, Applicants elect the following species belonging to the elected Group: 
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The above-noted compound is in claim 27. 

Furthermore, the Examiner requested that sequence disclosures be defined to comply 
with 37 C.F.R. 1.821 through 1.825. Applicants are enclosing the required sequence 
disclosures, a Preliminary Amendment and Statement under Rule 1 .821 and a diskette 
containing said sequence listing. 

If the Examiner has questions, the Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the U.S. Postal Service 
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to the Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C 20231 on March 19, 2002. 
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